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MINUTES OF THE 

EAST COVENTRY TOWNSHIP BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

MEETING HELD JUNE 13, 2016 
(Approved July 11, 2016) 

 
The Board of Supervisors held its’ regular monthly meeting on Monday, June 13, 2016.  Present for the 

meeting were supervisors Ray Kolb, W. Atlee Rinehart, Karen Nocella, Michael Albert Moyer and 

Anthony Duffy.  Also present were Bernard A. Rodgers, Township Manager, Mark A. Hosterman, 

Township Solicitor and Brady Flaharty, Township Engineer. 

 

Mr. Kolb called the meeting to order at 7:02 p.m. and the pledge of allegiance was recited.   

 

Mr. Hosterman stated there was an executive session held on Tuesday, May 31, 2016 to discuss one (1) 

personnel matter.   

 

Mr. Hosterman stated that an executive session was held immediately preceding this meeting to discuss 

one (1) personnel matter and two (2) matters concerning real estate acquisitions. 

 

1. MINUTES 

Meeting minutes for the May 9, 2016 Board of Supervisors Meeting 

Mrs. Nocella made a motion to approve the minutes of the May 9, 2016 Board of Supervisors 

meeting.  Mr. Rinehart seconded the motion.  Mr. Kolb called for the vote and the motion carried 

with a 5-0-0 vote. 

 

2. PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Mr. Roger Kolb wanted to let the Board of Supervisors know that Mr. Lou Scheck passed away.  Mr. 

Ray Kolb stated he heard about the passing and thought Mr. Scheck passed around Memorial Day 

weekend. 

 

3. REPORTS 

Township Managers Report 

Consideration of approval of Special Fire Police Services for South Coventry Township's Historic 

Village Walk on Thursday, June 16, 2016 

Mr. Kolb reviewed the application submitted by South Coventry Township.  Mr. Rinehart made a 

motion to approve the application for Special Fire Police Services for South Coventry Township's 

Historic Village Walk on Thursday, June 16, 2016.  Mr. Moyer seconded the motion.  Mr. Kolb 

called for the vote and the motion carried with a 5-0-0 vote. 

 

Consideration of approval of Special Fire Police Services for Morgantown Borough's Carnival from 

June 14, 2016 through June 18, 2016. 

Mr. Kolb reviewed the application submitted by Morgantown Borough.  Mr. Moyer made a motion to 

approve the application for Special Fire Police Services for Morgantown Borough's Carnival from 

June 14, 2016 through June 18, 2016.  Mr. Duffy seconded the motion.  Mr. Kolb called for the vote 

and the motion carried with a 5-0-0 vote. 

 

Consideration of approval of Special Fire Police Services for Warwick Township on Thursday, June 

23, 2016 

Mr. Kolb reviewed the application submitted by Warwick Township.  Mr. Rinehart made a motion to 

approve the application for Special Fire Police Services for Warwick Township on Thursday, June 

23, 2016.  Mrs. Nocella seconded the motion.  Mr. Kolb called for the vote and the motion carried 

with a 5-0-0 vote. 
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Consideration of approval of the request from the Parkerford Women's Club to pay the $200.00 fee 

for the Magician / Juggler for their children's program to be held on July 13, 2016 from 10:00 am to 

11:00 am at the Ellis Woods Park Pavilion 

Mr. Rodgers stated the Parkerford Women's Club came in to discuss the Children's Program they 

would like to have at Ellis Woods Park Pavilion on July 13, 2016.  There will be a Magician / Juggler 

and some activities.  The cost will be about $200.00.  The Parkerford Women's Club is asking the 

Board of Supervisors to cover the cost of the program.  Mr. Moyer made a motion to pay the $200.00 

cost of the Parkerford Women's Club Children's Program.  Mr. Duffy seconded the motion.  Mr. Kolb 

called for the vote and the motion carried with a 5-0-0 vote. 

 

Consideration of approval for the request from Owen J Roberts School District to reduce the 

Administration fee from 10% to 5% for the East Coventry Elementary School Subdivision/Land 

Development project 

Mr. Rodgers reviewed the request by Owen J Roberts School District to reduce the Administration 

fee for the review of the East Coventry Elementary School Project from 10% to 5%.  Mr. Rodgers 

provided the Board of Supervisors with a summary of their accounting showing the cost of the fees up 

to date.  Mr. Rodgers recommended the Board of Supervisors not reduce the fees at this time. Mrs. 

Nocella made a motion to not reduce the Administration fee from 10% to 5% for the Owen J Roberts 

School District project for the East Coventry Elementary School.  Mr. Duffy seconded the motion.  

Mr. Kolb called for the vote and the motion carried with a 5-0-0 vote. 

 

Consideration of Township Engineer’s Report 

Mr. Flaharty had nothing else to report.  Mrs. Nocella made a motion to accept the Township 

Engineer's Report.  Mr. Moyer seconded the motion.  Mr. Kolb called for the vote and the motion 

carried with a 5-0-0 vote. 

 

Consideration of approving reports from various departments and committees 

Mr. Rinehart made a motion to accept the various department and committee reports.  Mr. Moyer 

seconded the motion.  Mr. Kolb called for the vote and the motion carried with a 5-0-0 vote. 

 

4. Subdivision and Land Development 

 

5. Zoning Hearing Board Applications 

Zoning Hearing Board Application #254 – Razor-Sharp Grinding 

Mr. Rodgers stated the Zoning Hearing Board granted the variance application submitted by Razor-

Sharp Grinding for the expansion for the building located at 1702 New Schuylkill Road, Pottstown, 

PA 19465. 

 

Zoning Hearing Board Application #255 – Reitnour & Silverberg/Skelton 

Mr. Rodgers stated the Township received a Zoning Hearing Board application for the Reitnour & 

Silverberg/Skelton Subdivision.  In order for the Subdivision to proceed through the Planning 

Commission review, several zoning variances are needed.  Mr. Rinehart made a motion to take no 

action for the Reitnour & Silverberg/Skelton application.  Mrs. Nocella seconded the motion.  Mr. 

Kolb called for the vote and the motion carried with a 5-0-0 vote. 

 

Zoning Hearing Board Application #256 – MacKissic Inc. 

Mr. Rodgers stated the Township received a Zoning Hearing Board application for MacKissic Inc 

Land Development application.  In order for the Land Development to proceed through the Planning 

Commission review, some zoning variances are needed. Mr. Rodgers stated the applicant was present 

to request support from the Board of Supervisors to the Zoning Hearing Board.   
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Mr. John Anderson, Cornerstone Consulting Engineers & Architectural, Inc presented the proposed 

Sketch Plan to the Board of Supervisors.  Mr. Anderson stated the property is located between Old 

Schuylkill Rd and New Schuylkill Road.  Mr. Anderson stated the current building consists of 

approximately 56, 000 square feet and an addition of just under 10,000 square feet is being 

proposed. Most of the proposed building addition is in the gravel area, which they consider an 

impervious area. The applicant is requesting three (3) variances identified in the sketch plan 

review.  The three (3) variances include a variance for steep slopes, buffering and a non-

conforming building.  The proposed building will be a conforming building.  The non-conformity 

is with the existing building. 

 

Mr. Anderson stated the property is approximately 15 acres, which is currently split-zoned as LI, 

Limited Industrial and R-3 Residential.  The R-3 section of the parcel is a little over one (1) acre.  

All improvements will be in the back of the building.  Mr. Anderson stated there is no change to 

the traffic pattern or increasing the truck traffic.   
 

Mr. Richard Dhein, President of MacKissic, Inc gave a brief history of the business.  Mr. Dhein 

stated the business was started in 1947 by Elton MacKissic.  Today the business manufactures 

specialty lawn and garden products such as shredder - chippers, roto tillers, sprayers, etc with 35 

to 40 employees.  Currently there are 7 different product categories with 135 models.  The 

additional 9,900 square feet will be used to hold materials.  There will not be an increase in 

employees or an increase in the number of truck deliveries. 

 

Mr. Kolb asked Mr. Dhein if the Fire Company will still have emergency access completely 

around the whole building.  Mr. Dhein stated yes, everything will be the same. 

 

Mr. Moyer made a motion to send a letter of support to the Zoning Hearing Board.  Mrs. Nocella 

seconded the motion.  Mr. Kolb called for the vote and the motion carried with a 5-0-0 vote. 

 
6. Other Business 

Application for Traffic Signal Approval – East Coventry Elementary School Driveway – 2461 East 

Cedarville Road & Resolution 2016-09 (Traffic Signal Authorization for the East Coventry 

Elementary School) 

Mr. Rodgers discussed the application prepared by Traffic Signal & Design, Inc for the flashing 

signal at the East Coventry Elementary School driveway entrance on East Cedarville Road.  The 

traffic signal will be permitted by PennDOT to the Township. The preliminary plan approval 

Resolution adopted by the Supervisors includes provisions for a maintenance agreement with the 

Owen J Roberts School District so the School District will reimburse the Township for the operation 

and maintenance costs of the signal.  The Owen J Roberts School District Engineer has requested that 

the Board of Supervisors approve the submittal of the application and adopt the resolution.  Mr. 

Rodgers had Mr. Hosterman prepare the resolution which is included in the packet for submittal with 

the application.  Mr. Rodgers sent the information to John Yurick, the Township Traffic Engineer.  

Mr. Yurick responded stating there were not any plans or drawings submitted with the application and 

recommends the Township not approve the submittal to PennDOT until he has the opportunity to 

review and approve the actual drawings and design.  Mr. Rodgers recommended the Board of 

Supervisors approve the resolution but withhold submittal until the Township Engineer has the 

opportunity to review the drawings and design. 

 

Mr. Rinehart made a motion to approve Resolution 2016-09, but hold the submittal of the Traffic 

Signal Application to PennDOT until the Township Traffic Engineer has the opportunity to review 

the drawings and design.  Mrs. Nocella seconded the motion.  Mr. Kolb called for the vote and the 

motion carried with a 5-0-0 vote. 
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7. Exonerations 

Mr. Moyer read the list of exonerations.  Mrs. Nocella made a motion to approve the Exonerations 

List.  Mr. Duffy seconded the motion.  Mr. Kolb called for the vote and the motion carried with a 5-

0-0 vote.   

 

8. Payment of Bills 

Mrs. Nocella made a motion to pay the bills as presented: 

 

Fund Name    Amount to Pay 

 

General Fund     227,222.83 

Fire Hydrant Fund               1,016.41 

Open Space       -  

Sewer Operating Fund      22,384.47 

Sewer Capital Fund      - 

Traffic Impact Fee Fund         1,601.50 

Capital Reserve             792.97 

Highway State Aid Fund         9,529.11 

TD Escrow                     46,936.87 

      __________ 

Totals    $   312,484.16 

 

Mr. Rinehart seconded the motion.  Mr. Kolb called for the vote and the motion carried with a 5-0-0 

vote. 

 

9. Information Items and Additional Items to be Brought Before the Board 

Mr. Rodgers discussed the information from Chester County Solid Waste Authority notification of 

TV, computers and other electronics and appliances at the landfill for free until December 2016. 

 

Mr. Duffy stated he attended a meeting held at Limerick Township discussing the oil train explosion 

that occurred on the tracks, seven hundred fifty (750) feet from the Nuclear Towers.  Mr. Duffy 

received documentation from the Director of Communications, Rick Ellis, from Rockville, Maryland.  

The documentation that Exelon has prepared shows that if a train would explode on the tracks near 

the Power Plant, the cement walling around the reactors, would sustain a blast of "x" amount of 

damage that would occur.  The Fire Companies in the areas stated if an oil train would explode there, 

they would not fight the fire. It would have to burn out on its own.  Mr. Duffy stated he would make 

the analysis available to the remaining Board of Supervisors.  It seems that they have remediated that 

issue to the satisfaction of the surrounding Townships. 

 

Mr. Rodgers stated the Board of Supervisors has approved the participation with Natural Lands Trust 

on the acquisitions of the Conservation Easements on the Kulp property and the Taylor property.  The 

grant application from Schuylkill Highlands for $4,000.00 to help with the cost of the Kulp property 

has been approved.   

 

Mr. Rodgers discussed an e-mail the Township received from Mr. Ken Mueller, who lives at 528 

Ebelhare Road. Mr. Mueller is concerned about the cars driving too fast at that location.  The Board 

of Supervisors had authorized John Yurick, Township Traffic Engineer to do a study of the area to 

determine whether or not there should be a fourth (4th) stop sign installed or additional signage.  Mr. 

Yurick recommended additional signage but not adding a stop sign.  The additional signage was 

installed at that time, but Mr. Mueller is still concerned about vehicles going too fast.  Mr. Mueller is 

suggesting a "SLOW" sign where the stop sign was removed; or never installed, or a speed bump at 
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the incline after the intersection or warning signs about a hidden driveway.  Mr. Rodgers advised not 

installing a speed bump, which would require an Engineering Study to be performed.  Mr. Rodgers 

stated we could put the "SLOW" sign up or hidden driveways, but the Township would still need a 

recommendation from the Township Traffic Engineer. 

 

Mr. Moyer stated if he recalls from the last time, when the Board of Supervisors voted to have a 

traffic study done at the location, he believes the Solicitor stated the Township should do exactly what 

the Traffic Engineer said and nothing more than what the Traffic Engineer said in order to insulate the 

rest of the Township residents from potential litigation over the matter. 

 

Mr. Hosterman stated he believes that is correct.  Mr. Hosterman stated that was his recommendation 

at the time, to do only what the Traffic Engineer suggested and nothing more, unless the Traffic 

Engineer amended the letter to state those additional items are warranted as well. 

 

Mr. Moyer asked if the Township did implement the recommendations from the last time.  Mr. Kolb 

stated yes, the recommendations were implemented. 

 

Mr. Hosterman asked Mr. Rodgers if he recalled whether the Township Engineer considered any of 

the recommendations of the "SLOW' sign or hidden driveway.  Mr. Hosterman asked if these signs 

were requested the last time and whether the Traffic Engineer stated whether they were appropriate.  

Mr. Rodgers stated he did not recall.  Mr. Hosterman stated if the Board of Supervisors were inclined, 

they could ask the Traffic Engineer to consider these suggestions and see if the study needed to be 

amended.   

 

Mr. Moyer made a motion to check with the Traffic Engineer to see if the proposed signs should be 

considered.  Mr. Duffy seconded the motion.  Mr. Kolb called for the vote and the motion carried 

with a 5-0-0 vote. 

 

Mr. Rodgers discussed the merger of National Penn Bank and BBT.  BBT has sent the Township a 

new Treasury Management Agreement covering the rules and regulations for using the account as a 

Township Depository for Township Funds.  Mr. Rodgers has copies of the agreement for Mr. 

Hosterman to review and suggest recommendations at the next Board of Supervisors meeting in July 

2016.  Mr. Rodgers stated he also made copies for the Board of Supervisors to review.  Mr. Rinehart 

asked Mr. Rodgers if the Township is locked in for a complete year when they choose the 

Depositories at the Reorganization meeting in January of each year.  Mr. Rodgers stated no, the 

Township is not locked in, it is at will and we can change Depositories whenever we feel. 

 

10. Adjournment 

Mrs. Nocella moved to adjourn the monthly meeting at 7:34 p.m. Mr. Duffy seconded the motion.  

Mr. Kolb called for the vote and the motion carried with a 5-0-0 vote. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Bernard A Rodgers 

Township Secretary 


